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Why Kent needs a Law Centre
The demand for expert legal advice continues to rise
The demand for expert legal advice continues to rise, driven by increasing levels of housing insecurity, financial hardship, welfare reform

and complex immigration issues.

At the same time, the availability of free legal advice has declined sharply. Kent has been widely described as a “legal aid desert”, with
many residents unable to find specialist representation when they need it most.

Without timely legal advice, problems escalate, leading to homelessness, destitution, family breakdown and long-term harm. Kent Law
Centre exists to close this gap and ensure that vulnerable residents can enforce their legal rights and access justice.

Legal Aid Deserts: Kent *

Current number of providers for population of 1.64m

Housing & Homelessness - 8 Immigration & Asylum -9 Welfare Benefits - 1
Down from 4 in 2022

Down from 10n 2022 Up from 3in 2022

*Law Society Feb 2024




